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2010 has been a very busy year for CASA for Lancaster County so 
it is time to catch everyone up on the latest CASA happenings. So 
far this year, we have provided advocacy services for 198 children 
including 40 new children.  Fifty-seven children have reached 
permanency and had their cases closed. In addition, we have 
welcomed three new members to our Board of Directors and 
trained 17 new volunteers. All of this work wouldn't have been 
possible without the dedication and commitment of our volunteer 
advocates, board members and staff. Your feedback is welcome - 
whether it is about our newsletter or our program.  Thanks! 

  

Dawn Rockey, Executive Director  

2010 New Volunteer Training Classes 

   

Two individuals completed independent study training earlier this 
year and were sworn in February 3, 2010.  Pictured here with 
Judge  

Roger Heideman are Romney Olson and Eleanor Carroll.  Both Elly 
and Romney have case assignments.  Elly was our intern during 
the spring semester, graduating in May from Nebraska Wesleyan 
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University. 

 

  

Three new volunteers were sworn in on April 7, 2010  by the 
Honorable Judge Reggie Ryder.  They are pictured below (left to 
right): Leslie Horwart, Angela Tucci and Katie Martins - Judge 
Ryder is the one in the black robe!  All three of these new 
volunteers have been assigned to a case and are doing a great job. 

                                             

  

  

  

  

  

 A larger new volunteer 
class completed the pre-service training in July.  This group was 
sworn in on July 30 by the Honorable Judge Toni Thorson.  
Pictured here are (L to R): Roger Vicroy, Dr. William Jackson Jr., 
Deborah Yost, Judge Thorson, Maggie Bertsche, Mark 
Bertsche, Rebeca Debban, Rebecca Townsend, Cheryl Bayley, 
and Mandy Sabata.  This class of nine includes our first 
father/daughter team!  Staff is working hard to get everyone 
assigned to the cases on our waiting list.  

  

 

Kasey Farwell, a Nebraska Wesleyan Social Work student was our 
intern this summer.  Kasey completed new volunteer training and 
was sworn in on June 14.  She is shown here with Judge Reggie 
Ryder and Deb VanDyke-Ries, CASA Program Coordinator. 

  
 



 We also want to welcome Anita 
Schwartz.  Anita began her volunteer service with CASA in 
Wyoming and contacted CASA for Lancaster County after moving 
to Lincoln earlier this year.  We updated Anita with information 
about Nebraska law and Lancaster County Juvenile Court 
procedures.  She was sworn in on April 27 and is shown below with 
Judge Reggie Ryder.  

    

We had an additional independent study trainee complete new 
volunteer training in August.  Samantha Pelster is a student at the 
University of Nebraska College of Law. She is shown below 
completing the swearing-in process with Judge Roger Heideman. 

  

  

  

  

We are very excited to have so 
many talented and caring 
individuals join our team! 

 

 

In-Service and other Training Opportunities  

Continuing education is important for all CASA volunteers.  We have held four In-Service Training 
sessions so far in 2010 and have two remaining.  All In-Service Training sessions are held on 
Wednesdays from 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM at the CASA Office.  While the schedule is subject to 
change, please note the following dates: September 15 and November 17.  We will have a featured 
topic and guest speaker for each session.  The topic for September 15 is Programs for Older Youth 
and the topic for November is Dual Diagnosis Treatment.   

  

Our final New Volunteer Training is scheduled to begin September 13, 2010.  Please contact the 
CASA for Lancaster County office at 474-5161 if you are interested in participating.   

  

All volunteers currently assigned to a case are reminded to send in their monthly reports to 



their Volunteer Coordinators.   

  

We will continue to send volunteers announcements of upcoming training opportunities! 

  

We need some help around the office.  Please let us know if you would be interested in volunteering 
in the office to help out with filing, copying and some general organizing.  We promise it won't be 
boring! 

CASA Volunteer Picnic - Tierra Park 

CASA volunteers, staff and their families got together on a beautiful June Sunday afternoon in 
Tierra Park for a potluck picnic.  With over 40 in attendance, we had plenty of great food and 
conversation.  We had so much fun, we know we want to do this again soon!   

 

The VanDyke-Ries Family, volunteer Glen 
Bailey and his wife Margie, and Gus 

Rockey 

   

  

 

Volunteer Constance Woods Brown and 
her family 

  

 

Volunteer Jill Simonson, her husband 
Steve Cohn and volunteers Ted Shafer 

and Marcia Walter. In the background are 
Becky Norton and Colene Walker  

  

CASA at Local Juneteenth Celebration 



CASA for Lancaster County participated in the Health and Human Service Resource Fair at the 
Clyde Malone Community Center's Juneteenth Celebration.  The Celebration was held on Saturday 
June 19 in Pentzer Park.  Pictured below are board member Debbie Messineo Washington and her 
daughter Sam Washington helping to staff the CASA table.  

  

Welcome New Board Members 

  

CASA for Lancaster County's board of directors elected three new members at their June meeting.  
Joining the board are Dr. Marijane Hancock, Roslyn Canada and Jennifer Sanchez.  It is great to 
have these talented individuals willing to share their diverse experience with our organization.  Also 
at the June board meeting, the board elected new officers.  The officers of the CASA for Lancaster 
County Board of Directors 2010-11 are Steve Sloup, President; Holly J. Parsley, Vice President; 
Debbie Messineo Washington, Secretary; and Brenda Schwery, Treasurer.  Continuing their service 
on our board are Dr. Cody Hollist and Vi See.  Congratulations to our new board members and 
board officers and thank you to all of our board members - we appreciate all you do for CASA! 
  
Retiring from the board of directors this year was Joy Baack.  All of us at CASA wish to thank Joy 
for her many years of service as a CASA volunteer advocate and board member.  Thanks Joy! 

Thank You Corporate and Foundation Donors ! 

 We would like to thank our Corporate and Foundation Donors who have made donations or 
awarded grants to CASA in April 2010 through August 2010.  We are very grateful for the support 
and for enabling CASA for Lancaster County to continue to recruit, train and support community 
volunteer advocates for abused and neglected children.  

Pinnacle Bank                                                    Gateway Sertoma Club 

Cornhusker Bank                                                Nebraska Dining, LLC (Noodles & Co) 

INSPRO Inc.                                                       Cooper Foundation 

Rogers Foundation                                              National CASA Association 

Nebraska CASA Association 

  

Thank You !  

 


